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prehistoric Crete and Greece and of Egypt. These
have been synchronized with corresponding periods
of Egypt which in sequence of time stand on a more
solid footing. For example, in Sir Arthur Evan's
view, the end of the Old Kingdom in Egypt corresponds
to the First Early Minoan period, the Middle Minoan
to the Middle Kingdom, and the First and Second
Late Minoan periods to the Eighteenth Dynasty; the
Third Late Minoan period likewise was perhaps contem-
porary with Rameses III (C. 1200 B. c.) of Egypt.
As the result of this effective synchronism a working
basis has been found for the chronology of the Minoan
civilization. Its end came about 1400 B. c. or a
little later when the Achaian Greeks and earthquakes
combined to destroy this marvellous civilization which
had enjoyed the amenities of comparatively much
modern times.
The Pre-Kingdom Stage
The Early and Middle Minoan periods were using
metal in a considerable measure. Bronze came to
be used very early, then followed copper. Short daggers
and long swords came to be forged from these metals.
The Aegean population seems to have been almost as
well equipped in the implements of war as the Baby-
lonians were. Metals, ordinary and precious, replaced
the clay material for making vases. Wares of silver,
electron and gold have been unearthed in the exca-
vations and are clear evidence of the material amenities
of the times. Earthenware also came to be modelled
after the metallic pattern. The ceramic art had
reached a high stage of development. Crete was
the first among the Aegean islands to paint wares.
The next great stride in its development was taken
during the Second Early Minoan period. Numerous
patterns of vases now made their appearance. Beak-
ed jugs and curved lines, which soon developed into
regular spirals, are in evidence. These gave rise in the
next Early Minoan period to the spiral decoration and
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